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Artillery Training at Bentonville
By Fred Burgess, Assistant Site Manager

On April 21, 2001 a training session was held at Bentonville Battleground State Historic Site for volun-
teers who wanted to serve on the 3-Inch Ordnance Rifle that is used for artillery demonstrations at the site.
CLff Tyndall, the Eastern Regional Specialist and Chief Black Powder Program Safety Instructor was on hand
to oversee the training program, Leland Smith from Ft. Fisher and Fred Burgess from Bentonville were the
Chief Instructors on the 12 lb. Napoleon and the 3-Inch Ordnance Rifle respectively. Becky Sawyer, of Ben-
tonville Battleground, helped through out the day with logistics.

Over 30 volunteers participated in the one-day training program. Each was given a training manual,
which contained information on artillery drill, interpretation, and proper procedures for a safe firing demon-
stration. This training, supported by the Bentonville Battleground Historical Association, will allow the Site to
have a large pool of qualified artilleryman to help in the interpretation of Civil War Field Artillery during our
Summer Seasonal Living History Programs in July and August. Bentonville Battleground Historical Associa-
tion provided the black powder used during the training. Lunch for all participants was paid from donation
money.
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