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Mill Creek Christian Church
By Barbara G. Shaw

Baptism at Shaws Pond

Mill Creek Church began in a small log structure in 1793 in the southeast corner of Johnston
| County near Bentonville, North Carolina, at a “never failing spring, near Mill Creek”, and is thought
-~ | tobe the oldest church of any faith in the county. Although it is unknown who the original founders
- | were, in all probability John Harper Ill, Abraham Gamalion, William Roberts, Nathaniel Thornton,
| and William Farmer as well as others, played a major role in the formation of Mill Creek Church,

In 1794 Mill Creek Church joined the Neuse Association which was affiliated with the Regular
Baptists, and reported having eighty-three members. William Farmer and Benjamin Rhodes at-
tended the Neuse Association in 1796 as delegates from Mill Creek Church but Rhodes was denied
a seat due to his membership at New River Church, Onslow, which was a Separate Baptist Church,
It is thought that he helped spread Separate Baptist non-creedal sentiments at Mill Creek which was
preparatory to the coming of the Disciples. In 1797 the membership began a steady upward climb
stbrod and in 1806 Mill Creek reported having 202 members. Between 1794 and 1808, the Neuse Asso-

- §g§§§§§§;§ ciation Minutes reported Mill Creek Church as having baptized 133 new members, received 39 by
| letter, dismissed 24 by letter, lost 21 by death, and excommunicated twenty.
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