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The Green Ones and
the Black Ones
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By: Fred Burgess
Assistant Site Manager

In the closing months
of the Civil War, with Gen-
eral Lee forced to defend
Richmond and Peters-
burg, the only other large
Confederate army in the
field was under the com-
mand of General Joseph
E. Johnston. He had been ordered to stop General Sherman on his relentless
march through the south. Johnston, at the suggestion of General Wade Hamp-
ton, chose the farm fields and pinewoods around the Cole Plantation near Ben-
tonville North Carolina, to spring his attack. While the battle raged for three days,
March 19-21, 1865, the artillery played its most significant role on the first day.

On March 19", some of the early casualties suffered by the Union XIV Corps
division commanded by General Carlin, were inflicted by Confederate artillery in
the area of the Cole Plantation. The artillery batteries of Earl, Halsey, Dickson
and Atkins, along with the North Carolina Junior Reserves, forced the Federals of
Bryant's Brigade to seek cover. Capt. Joseph Hinson of the 33" Ohio said, “We
were in plain sight, in the open field.... and found the place a little unhealthy.”

The only Federal artillery on the field at this time was Scovel's Battery (C, 1 Illi-
nois). They were replaced by Webb's Battery (19" Indiana), which was later in
the day overrun and captured by the Confederates during the “Last Grand Charge
of the Army of Tennessee.”

It was not until late in the afternoon of March 19" that the Federal forces, with
the help of 21 pieces of artillery deployed in the area of the Reddick Morris farm,
stopped the left wing of the Confederate Army that had routed Carlin’s Division

north of the Old Goldsboro Road (Harper House Road). While artillery was in use

(Continued on page 2)
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{| “Union General John A. Logan” by Dr. Alan K. Lamm, Ph.D.
|| “County Employee’s Picnic” by Sam Porter ; “Managers Report” by Donny Taylor
“Interpretative Pull Off” by Donny Taylor
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