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The Green Ones and
the Black Ones
Part Il

By: Fred Burgess
Assistant Site Manager

In part Il of this article we will
concentrate on the “Green
Ones". As mentioned in part |,
the ‘Green Ones" refers to the
“Napoleon” Model 1857-12-pdr
(pounder) gun howitzer. The
phrase “12-pdr (pounder) de-
notes the weight of a solid shot
projectile for this artillery piece. The “Napoleon” was the most common piece of field artil-
lery in use, by both sides, at the beginning of the Civil War. The Union over the course of
the four years of the war produced nearly 1,200 of these cannon. The Confederacy on
the other hand manufactured between 500-600. They also confiscated a number of these
that were stored in U.S. Army arsenals in the south, at the beginning of the war.

The “Napoleon” Model 1857 12-pdr was named for the French emperor Louis Napo-
leon, a patron during its development. The tube or barrel weighed 1,227 Ibs. The car-
riage could weigh up to 1,200 Ibs or more. The combined weight would be over 1 % tons.
While this may seem like a lot of weight its predecessor, the Model 1841 12-pdr barrel
weighted 1,757 Ibs, 530 Ibs more. The idea was to have a lighter weight field artillery
piece with good range and hitting power that could be easily maneuvered on the battle-
field. It took a team of from four to six horses to move these pieces. With a range of 1700
yards and ability to fire solid shot, shell, and canister, the “Napoleon” filled the need very
effectively.

Of the two pieces, the “Napoleon” was used to its best advantage for close in bom-
bardment and to destroy infantry formations from a defensive position. During the four
years of the war many a soldier would say a prayer before stepping off to assault artillery.
They all knew that it would be at a very high cost to overrun a well served battery. While
this did happen on March 19", 1865 at Bentonville when the Army of Tennessee overran
a Federal artillery battery, Webb's 19" Indiana, it was a rare occasion.
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