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The Green Ones and
the Black Ones

Part lll
By: Fred Burgess
Assistant Site Manager

In Part 11l we will discuss the
“Black Ones” of Civil War Field
Artillery. The other common
piece of field artillery in use at
Bentonville was the “3-Inch Ord-
nance Rifle.” This reference to
the color comes from the fact
that they were made of iron and
painted black. The phrase “3-
Inch” refers to the diameter of the bore or muzzle. The mventor of this artillery piece was
a man from New York named John Griffin. In 1854 he began development of a wrought
iron gun. His knowledge of iron was gained by his experience working in Pennsylvania
iron foundries. He patented his process in 1855 and received an order from Secretary of
War Simon Cameron on June 27, 1861. By the end of the Civil War over 1000 of the
“Black Ones” would be ordered by the U. S. Government. The official name for the artil-.
lery piece was the * U.S. 3-Inch Wrought Iron Field Rifle Model 1861." '

While the “Green Ones”, the Model 1857 12 pdr. Napoleon, was a smooth bore can-
non, the 3-Inch Ordnance Rifle, “The Black Ones”, was rifled with grooves cut on the in-
side of the bore. This gave the 3-in. better range and accuracy then the 12 pdr. Napo-
leon. There is an account of a well drilled artillery crew with a seasoned gunner, placing
three solid shots through a window at just over a mile. A 10 Ib. conical solid shot or bolt,
with 1 Ib. of black powder could travel over 1800 yards. The 3-in. could also fire spherical
case, sometimes called shrapnel, and canister with devastating effect. The barrel or tube
weighed 814 pounds, a little over 400 pounds less then the 12 pdr. Napoleon. Coupled
with the 1200 Ib. carriage, the total weight was around 2000 Ib. or one ton. While the bar-
rel was lighter then the 12 pdr Napoleon, the manufacturing process made an extremely
strong and reliable artillery piece. During tests the cannon was found to be able to with-
stand up to 7 pounds of powder and 13 solid shot before bursting. The accuracy, range
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and safety of these cannon made it
a favorite of artillerymen on both
sides during the Civil War.

On the first day of the Battle of
Bentonville, March 19, 1865, the:
Federals placed 21 cannon, most of
which were 3-in Ordnance pieces,
on the Riddick- Marris farm and
used this massed firepower to stop
the “Last Grand Charge of the Army
of Tennessee.” A confederate sol-
dier assaulting this artillery position
was quoted as saying a “raging
leaden hailstorm of grape and canis-
ter literally barked the trees, cutting
off the limbs as if cut by hand.”: An-
other southern soldier involved in
the attack asked out loud, "Well
boys, one out of every three of us
will drop today; | wonder who it will
be?” A confederate sergeant main-
tained that there was no place "“in
the battle of Gettysburg as hot as
that place.”

the Battle of Bentonville had its
greatest impact on the first day,
many a tide of battle turned on the
deployment and use of the “Green
Ones and the Black Ones."

The Civil War Field Artillery Bat-
tery in 1865 was smaller then the
original 6 gun battery of 1861-1864,
consisting of only four guns per bat-
tery. According to the Field Artillery
Manual of 1864 the following would
be the requirements for a four gun
battery. The number of personal
would be four officers and about 100
men. The total number of horses for
each battery is 80. Each gun with
its caisson or limber chest was
pulled by a six horse team. Each
gun had an additional caisson with
two limber chests assigned to it.
There were also a battery wagon
and a forge wagon. These carried
tools and materials for shoeing
horses, ordinary repairs to carriages
and harness and some minor re-
pairs.to the gun. The front of a four
gun battery deployed for action
would cover around' 60 yards.
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As you can see it must have
been very exciting to see a battery
galloping across a field, in a cloud
of dust and going into action. This
third part ends the article about
Civil War Artillery, or as titled “The
Green Ones and The Black Ones."

The following articles or books
were used in the preparation of this
three part series.

_ The Green Ones and the Black
Ones, The Most Common Field
Pieces of the Civil War: By James
Morgan, Camp Chase Gazette

Instruction For Field Artillery.-
Written by French, Berry and Hunt-
New Market Military Museum 1994
Reprint of 1864 Edition

Andrews Mounted Artillery
Drill- By R. Snowden Andrews-
Bohemian Brigade Reprint of 1863
Edition

Ordlnance Manual For Use Of

cers of the Confederate States
Army-Morningside Books Reprint
of 1863 Edition

Fall Civilian Living
History Program

By: Becky Sawyer
Programs Coordinator

On October 11", 2003, Ben-
tonville hosted its' second annual
Fall Civilian Living History Pro-
gram. Twenty-five volunteers
came out and presented open
hearth cooking, natural dyeing,
basket making, sewing, knitting,
and other domestic skills to the
public. The program was a way to
enlighten the public into a day of a
commen woman from North Caro-
lina. With blockade running short-

ages of everyday items such as cof-
fee, sugar, and other foodstuffs,
southern women resorted to a vari-
ety of substitutes such as acorn cof-
fee, “artificial oysters” and “No Mat-
ters”. The menu for this year's pro-
gram consisted of Hoppin' John,
Artificial Oysters, stewed okra and
tomatoes, pole beans with bacon,
biscuits, and pumpkin bread. The
demonstrations were presented in
and around the Kitchen area, adja-
cent to the Harper House. Also
thanks to Ray & Milton Britt of Old
South Blacksmiths, they provided
some new cooking equipment for
the Kitchen. Here are a few recipes
from the 19" century. Enjoy!

" Pumpkin Bread
2 eggs :
1 cup of cooked pumpkin, mashed
2 cups flour
% cup sugar
2 tsp grated nutmeg

Mix the eggs and pumpkin together,
and then mix in the flour, sugar and
nutmeg. Fold together well and put
into a well-buttered loaf pan (9x5)
‘Bake in a moderate oven (350 de-
grees) for about 1 hour.

Hoppin’ John

2 cups — Dried black —eyed peas
Smoked Ham Hock

s cup bacon grease

1 cup dried rice

Boiling water

Salt to Taste

Soak peas overnight. In the morn-
ing combine peas, ham hock, bacon
grease and water to cover and cook
very slowly until peas are done.
Remove ham hock and strip meat
from the bone. Bring 1-cup of the
peas, the rice and 2 cups of boiling
water to a second boil, and then
simmer until the rice is done. Com-
bine with remaining peas and meat




